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EXPLANATION OF EXEMPTIONS 

SUBSECTIONS OF TITLE 5, UNITED STATES CODE, SECTION 552 

(b) (1) (A) specifically authorized under criteria established by an Executive order to be kept secret in theinterestol national defense or foreign 
policy and (B) are in fact properly classified pursuant to such Executive order; 

(b) (2) related solely to the internal personnel rules and practices of an agency; 

(b)(3) specifical ly exem pted from disci os u re by statute (oth e r than secti o n 552b of th i s title ), p rovided th at such statute (A) requi res th at th e 

matters be withheld from the public in such a manner as to leave no discretion on the issue, or (B) establishes particular criteria for 
withholding or refers to particular types of matters to be withheld; 

(b) (4) trade secrets and commercial or financial information obtained from a person and privileged or confidential; 

(b) (5) inter-agency orintra^agency memorandums or letters which would not be available by law to a party other than an agency in litigation 
with the agency; 

(b) (5) personnel and medical files and similar files the disclosure of which would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy; 

(b) (7) records or information compiled for law enforcement purposes, but only to the extent that the production of such law enforcement records 
or information (A) could reasonably be expected to interfere with enforcement proceedings, (B) would deprive a person of a right to 
a fair trial or an impartial adjudication, (C) could reasonably be expected to constitute an unwarranted invasion of personal privacy, 
(D) could reasonably be expected to disclose the identity of a confidential source, including a State, local, or foreign agency or authority 
or any private institution which furnished information on a confidential basis, and, in the case of a record or information compiled by 
a criminal law enforcement authority in the course of a criminal investigation, or by an agency conducting a lawful national security 
intelligence investigation, information furnished by a confidential source, (E) would disclose techniques and procedures for law enforce- 
ment investigations or prosecutions, or would disclose guidelines for law enforcement investigations or prosecutions if such disclosure 
could reasonably be expected to risk circumvention of the law, or (F) could reasonably be expected to endanger the life of physical 
safety of any individual; 

(b) (3) contained in or related to examination, operating, or condition reports prepared by, on behalf of, or for the use of an agency responsible 
for the regulation or supervision of financial institutions; or 

(b) (9) geological and geophysical information and data, including maps, concerning wells, 

SUBSECTIONS OF TITLE 5, UNITED STATES CODE, SECTION 552a 

(d) (5) information compiled in reasonable anticipation of a civil action proceeding; 

(j) (2) material reporting investigative efforts pertaining to the enforcement of criminal law including efforts to prevent, control, or reduce crime 

or apprehend criminals, except records of arrest; 

(k) (1 ) information which is currently and properly classified pursuant to Executive Order 1 2356 in the interest of the national defense or foreign 

policy, for example, information involving intelligence sources or methods; 

(k) (2) investigatory material compiled for law enforcement purposes, other than criminal, which did not result in loss of a right, benefit or privilege 
. under Federal programs, or which would identify a source who furnished information pursuant to a promise that his/her identity would 
' be held in confidence; 

(k) (3) m ate ri al m aintai ned i n connectio n with providing p rotecti ve services to th e Pres id ent of th e U nited States or any other ind i vid ua I pursu ant 
to the authority of Title 18, United States Code, Section 3056; 

(k) (4) required by statute to be maintained and used solely as statistical records; 

(k) (5) investigatory materia) compiled solely for the purpose of determining suitability eligibility, or qualifications for Federal civilian employment 
or for access to classified information, the disclosure of which would reveal the identity of the person who furnished information pursuant 
to a promise that his identity would be held in confidence; 

(k) (6) testing or examination material used to determine individual qualifications for appointment or promotion in Federal Government service 
the release of which would compromise the testing or examination process; 

(k) (7) material used to determine potential for promotion in the armed services, the disclosure of which would reveal the identity of the person 
who furnished the material pursuant to a promise that his identity would be held in confidence. 
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April 6, 1993 


% 


» 






Your March 7th correspondence to the Director 


received. Your interest in sharing your views and suggestions 
with us is appreciated, and I will see that they are passed 
along to our investigators in Waco. 


1-1 - sac, San Antonio (PERSONAL ATTENTION) - Enclosure 
1 - j^v.Evrog^ (Room 5042) 

1 - M^f r Tunnap - (Room 6236) 




concerning the hostage situation in Waco, Texas, has been 


Sincerely yours. 



Unit Chief 
Correspondence Unit 
Office of Public and 


Congressional Affairs 








„ * * xi April 93 

'ear Hr. Sessions, 

*pi most interested in your thoughts abouf'WACO , ST ANDO FF',*& of "D AVID KORES H*.' & thi<| 
interesting incident . “ \ 

.How have you since all this started pictured David fCoresh as a person & his 
jackground? 

>u 1 d you say from accounts from his family Mr.Koresh's life is raixedup because of 
lis Religious beliefs & using this in this standoff & what his letgo followers are 
Saying about Koresh? 


.Could you say Koresh is a dangerous man to be around when all this started? 
jfould you say Koresh & his followers have enough guns & rifes to last alongtime? 

charges would be placed against Mr. David Koresh when he's gets out of his 
Compound? 


-Why hasn't the "FBI', 'let religious Ministers, & teachers who study religious belles? 
Jhy didn't the"FBI',' Koresh' s Mother & her lawyer in to visit her son to talk him out 
of this compound & giving up? 


.Have you ever delt with David Koresh before if so uhen?& now dealing with Koresh 
in this incident & the publicy this case is getting & his cult's getting in the 
Press, & news media attention could you say he's doing this to draw attention to the 
religious teachers , & Ministers & his saying he' s"CHRIST',*& his waiting for a message 
prom ''GODV’to come out would be a stall trick to get time on his side? 


*. How do you picture David Koresh now & the mood he * s showing & the knowing of the 
8IBLEV& its scriptures from his viewponits & teachings? 

^uld you say these accounts from his family, follers, that have very horrorable 
tories there telling? 

Could you send me statements you've made & your "FBI',' agents have made,& how they've 
en answering the news me<t)ia * s questions & other interesting background of this , & if 
you can send me a "TIME TABLE',* Of events leading u p to th is incidei 
Let's hear, from you. 
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April 19, 1993 


Your March and April letters concerning the bopbing 
of the World Trade Center and the standoff situation inMtfaco, 
Texas, have been received* 

While I appreciate your interest in writing, it 
would be inappropriate for me to answer your many questions 
as Department of Justice and FBI policy prohibits commenting 
specifically on pending investigations. This policy has existed 
for a number of years and serves to prevent any impact on judi- 
cial proceedings relative to criminal charges that may result 
from the investigation. 



Sincerely yours. 
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Correspondence Unit 
Office of Public and 
Congressional Affairs 


1 - ADIC, Hew York - Enclosures (2) 

too^ — 1 - SAC, San Antonio (89B-SA-3885) - Enclosure 

«<>*•* 1 - Mr. Evans CRoo m $042) - Enclosure 

l Room 5145) - Enclosures (2) 

1 - (Room 6236) 


Dap. Or 


Wa Mgnt , 


&Z-HQ - /d^36S- 

NOTE: Bufiles show that Mr. DAVIS has written to the FBI in the 


past a bout , a^ number of issues, including the FBI's investigation 

£*5=: of FElS^SliOCH.. The last correspondence to him was 9/5/89. 
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•6 March 1993 


TO : The Director of the FBI 
Dear sir : ^ ~ 7H ^ 

The stand-off In Waco / has the EBI AND THE ATF AT bay and 
the agencies seem not to know to deal with it. The Leader 
of the individuals is a hypnotist and and they are under 
hypnosis as is the leader self hypnosis. The Leader can 
stand off the government indefinitely posing as one under 
divine orders to do what he does. 

Has the FBI considered the possibility of seeking the use 
of a qui lifted hypnotist to deprogram the Lea der. Only a 
hypnoitlst can reach the Leader. If this means Is employed 
by the FBI must still be the negotiator as far as the Leader 
is concerned. 

The individuals in the compound can not come out due to 
the fact they have nowhere to go. They have been dispossedsed 
of all means of survival outside the Compound. 

The Leader holds the trump card due to his right of freedom 
of religion. This is his shield and and no government agency 
can penetrate the shield, non-violent ly. 

It Is not in the national interest to allow this stand-o£f 
to continue indefinitely. 

Our justice system needs to be aware of the how the mind-benders 
operate and how to break the mind-benders strangle hold. 

I am not a hypnotist, but su 



one is a 1 1 you need 




April 15, 1993 



Your March 8th correspondence to the Director 

m 

concerning the hostage situation in Waco, Texas, has been 
received. Your interest in sharing your views and suggestions 
with us is appreciated, and I will see that they are passed 


along to our investigators in Waco. 


Sincerely yours. 
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Anne West 
Unit Chief 


Correspondence Unit 
Office of Public and 
Congressional Affairs 


1 - SAC, San Antonio (PERSONAL ATTENTION) - Enclosure 
1 - Hri Evans -* (Room 9Q4tJT : 

1 - Ms;* lHirihe^-A (Room 1 6236) 
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Federal Bureau of 
Wahington D.C. 


To whom 1 t 


After vatching 


ay concern 

.4 


Vac 



why not try to play Iff s game. 


cident day after day* it occurred to me. 


» 



Have someone put on a white robe, cary a staff, walk over to the 
compound and sayt "Jesus has spoken to me. Please come out.” 






April 15, 1993 



Your March 23rd correspondence concerning the hostage 

} 

situation in Waco,. Texas, has been received. Your interest in 
sharing your views and suggestions with us is appreciated. 


sincerely yours. 



Correspondence Unit 
Office of Public and 
Congressional Affairs 


-I - SAC, San Antonio (PERSONAL ATTENTION) - Enclosure 
1 1 - Mrv;jgyahS~?7 (Room 5042) 

1 - Ms. Tunney' -r (Room 6236) 



I OepL, 0 w. 

ADOAtfn 

AOOIn* 

A«t 0* 

Adm. Serin'S, 

Own, tow. 

GAS 

WWW 

Into Mgr* 

Ingp, _ 

Intfli |. ... 

Lab 

Legal Coun. 

Tech. Seiv*. 

Traimng 

Oil. at EEOA 

Off U *sor» 

A lm. Atis _... . 

OW, Of PuO**c 
A Cong Arts ... . 

TQM Oftnce 

Tstapftone ftm _ _ 
Qeetior 4 Office. 



is- MJ&WS' % 



ft 


9- 1 % <?-? _ 

\eu /r a 7 - - • ■ 2>fi X *4 G * r/Y 

* ' . I / C THC frfc#*#** 

^ Is * ■ ‘ & I \o / ^. 

^ ^ SW 'T^or 

fal&C&f '%?&# £<&*r PC ^a*^{ Vf 

4 r r ^ w- - ^4^ 

/ ^ ^ ****** 

£t/4 ^' . p ^ c 

J *feW fM ~* 

r/> ^' ^ *,**** 
✓ y IYjLM Ol9c sW ^ ^ 

/5/ t ^ ^ A xr) 

-PA. ^ *•**,*£ H 


*? 



<u^f **> tf « *f Pa,**'"/') 



f Ci) 

/j/oto '0/***^ 

fl u * ' & ^rPy Jtn^t nL frfasfe f 




<&r** ^ 

' *, ^7 -' ^ 

^'•> ^ /S«^t ^"Js 

- !*+ ?*?’ TV v,t> 



-soasrt/' 


April 15, 1993 



Your March 29th correspondence to the FBI concerning 
the hostage situation in^Waco, Texas, has been received. Your 
interest in sharing your views and suggestions with us is 
appreciated. 


Sincerely yours. 



Unit Chief 
Correspondence Unit 
Office of Public and 
Congressional Affairs 


Dep. Dir. 


-1 

1 


SAC, San Antonio (PERSONAL ATTENTION) - Enclosure 
Mr . Eva ns *— (Room 5042^ . 


- Ms. Tunney (Kooa 6236) 
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J4ARCH 29,1993 


TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN: 




IF YOU WANT THE PEOPLE OUT OF THE COMPOUND IN^J^Ca 
TEXA S, SOON, CONTACT THE GREAT BILLY GRAHAM AND HAVE HIM MAKE 
A CASSETTE TAPE AND PLAY IT LOUD ENOUGH THAT THEY CAN HEAR 
IT IN THE COMPOUND. THE MESSAGE SHOULD BE OF HOPE, SAVING 
LIVES, AND RETAINING SOME DIGNITY. THEY WILL COME OUT 
AFTER HEARING THESE WORDS FROM BILLY GRAHAM A VERY RELEG IODS 
MAN WHOM THEY CAN TRUST TO SPEEK WORDS OP TRUTH. 
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April 15, 1993 


O^m 

Your March 29th correspondence to the FBI concerning 

J) 

the hostage situation in Waco, Texas, has been received. Your 
interest in sharing your views and suggestions with us is 
appreciated, and I will see that they are passed along to our 
investigators in Waco. 

Sincerely yours. 
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AnneeWes-fr Tuhney 
Unit "Chief 


Correspondence Unit 
Office of Public and 
Congressional Affairs 


1 - SAC, San Antoni o (PER SONAL ATTENTION) 
1 - Mr. Evans (Ro8»i3ift5$; 
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April 15, 1993 



Your April 3rd correspondence to the FBI concerning 
the hostage situation in 'Waco*. Texas, has been received. Your 
interest in sharing your views and suggestions with us is 


appreciated. 


Sincerely yours. 
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- ... o#*;:**^ .-*,■** v 7 

Anne West ’'TUnney 
Unit Chief 


Correspondence Unit 
Office of public and 
Congressional Affairs 


1 - SAC, San Antonio (PERSONAL ATTENTION) - Enclosure 
1 - Mr'. Evans ** (Room 5042) - Enclosure 
1 - Ms. ruftiffey-*- (Room 6236) 
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April IS, 1993 






Your recent correspondence to the FBI concerning the 
hostage situation in Waco, Texas, has been received. Your 
interest in sharing your views and suggestions with us is 
appreciated, and I will see that they are passed along to our 
investigators in Waco. 
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Sincerely yours. 


Amy^. west'Tiinn 
Unit Chief 


Correspondence Unit 
Office of Public and 
Congressional Affairs 
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April 16, 1993 


Colonel William G. Boykin 

Commander 1st SFOO 

Ft. Bragg, North Carolina 20837 

Dear colonel Boykin: 

Please accept my gratitude for coming to FBI Headquarters 
for the discussions that related to the standoff irrwaco, Texas. 

The issues that were discussed here could have ended up 
being roadblocks to the successful conclusion of the standoff. 
Your frank and careful discussions contributed significantly. 

Thank you for your assistance to the FBI in this very 


difficult matter. 
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Sincerely, 


William S. Sessions 
Director 
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April 16, 1993 



Brigadier General Peter J. Schoomaker 
Assistant Division Commander 
First Calvary Division 
Ft. Hood, Texas 76544 

Dear General Schoomaker 

Please accept my gratitude for coming to FBI Headquarters 
for the discussions that related to the standoff iir^waco, Texas. 

The issues that were discussed here could have ended up 
being roadblocks to the successful conclusion of the standoff. 
Your frank and careful discussions contributed significantly. 

Thank you for your assistance to the FBI in this very 
difficult matter. 

Sincerely, 


William S. Sessions 
Director 



Cang.AM.OIL 

o*.«tuo 

OfcLtofeOflA 



OMrtiSatfy muLWOm Q 


'*+ r * 





3/o 


April 16, 1993 


Dr. Harry Salem 
Chief 

Toxicology Division 
Chemical Research, Development 
and Engineering Center 
SMCCR-RST 

Aberdeen Proving Ground, Maryland 21010-5423 
Dear Dr. Salem: 

Please accept my gratitude for coming to FBI Headquarters 
for the discussions that related to the standoff iirWaco, Texas. 

The issues that were discussed here could have ended up 
being roadblocks to the successful conclusion of the standoff. 
Your frank and careful discussions contributed significantly. 

Thank you for your assistance to the FBI in this very 
difficult matter. 


Sincerely, 
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Director / 
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April 16, 1993 



Thank you for writing on April 2nd and commenting so 

* 

favorably about the FBI and our recent investigative efforts a 


Your interest in also sharing your vievs and observations about, 
the standoff situation in^Waco, Texas, with us is appreciated a 
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Sincerely yours, 

fefeafcr ■ 

AiweSfSkt Tunney 
Unit Chiefs ' 
correspondence Unit 
Office of Public and 
Congressional Affairs 


1 - ADIC, New York - Enclosure 

1 -SAC, San Antonio (PERSONAL ATTENTION) - Enclosure 
1 - Mr, Evans., (Room 5042) 

1 - Ms* Tunney (Room 6236) 
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April 12, 1993 





Director Sessions asked me to respond to your inquiry 
concerning the cost to law enforcement in its continuing efforts 
to peacefully end the standoff with the Branch Davidians iirwaco, 
Texas. 


The source of funding for FBI-r elated expenditures 
in Waco is from our salaries and expenses appropriation. Each 
agency participating in this massive law enforcement effort is 
responsible for its own expenditure. 

The interest which prompted you to write is 
appreciated, and I thank you for giving us the opportunity to 
address your concerns. 


Sincerely yours. 
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Anne WSkt' TQnney 
Unit Chief 
Correspondence Unit 
Office of Public and 
Congressional Affairs 


1 - San Antonio - Enclosure 

Media Representative 



Oep.De. 


(Room 5030) * Enclosure 
(Room 5042) * Enclosure 
1 - Press Office (Room 

NOTE!: enclosed a po 


12) - Enclosure ^ 

i a portionof a newspaper clipping 
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concerning the stand-off betwe en law en forcement and the BRANCH 
DAVlDIAN sect in Waco, Texas. wants to know "Who is 

payin g f or this circus?" Respons^coordinated with 

Budget Unit, CJD, wh o discu ssed with Viole nt Crim es and 



fenders Section Chief 
Budget Formulation an 


c^reser 


CID, an __ 
resent at ion Un 
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March 24, 1993 


Mr. William Sessions 

Tenth 4 Constitution Avenue, N.W. 

Washington, D.C., 20530 



Dear Mr. Sessions 


I am a resident of Hewitt, Texas, which is approximately ten 
minutes south of Waco and 20 miles from the Mt. Carmel compound. 
This problem brings concern for those inside the compound, the ATF 
and FBI agents attempting to solve the problem, and all of the 
local law enforcement officers assisting in the effort. Though 
their safety is of primary concern, most are further distressed 
about the amount of money being spent to end it. 

I am writing you in order to request an approximation of the amount 
of taxpayer dollars spent each day concerning the surrender at Mt. 
Carmel. This conflict is now in its twenty-fifth day. How much 
longer will it take? and How much money will have to be spent in 
the long run? As an affected taxpayer, the alarming news of the 
supposedly $61 million spent so far on the operation fills me with 
great concern. I have received various information pertaining to 
the amount actually being spent. My information ranges from one to 
two million expenditures daily to one to two million being spent 
weekly. I am writing this letter in hopes to receive the correct 
sum spent so far and what exactly my money is being spent on. I 
believe that, as a federal taxpayer, we have the right to know. 

If possible, please send the appropriate information requested to 
the address below. Thank. you # for your time. 

Sincerely, 
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April 15, 1993 
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%to ft 

Your March 24th correspondence to tha Director 
concerning the standoff between law enforcement and Branch 
Davidians in Waco has been received. Your interest in sharing 
your views and concerns about the money being spent in an effort 
to resolve this situation is appreciated. While I would like to 
answer your questions, I am not at liberty to do so because FBI 
and Department of Justice policy prohibits other than general 
comments on ongoing investigations. 



Sincerely yours. 
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Unit Chief 
Correspondence Unit 
Office of Public and 
Congressional Affairs 
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NOTE: Response concern ingthecosts expended by the FBI 

in Waco discussed wit^^^HH^pD Budget Unit, CID, in 
coordination with crimes Unit, CID. 
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UNITED SVC MTL 
UN I TEL PMS 

UCR257 93 APR 13 0059 EST 
LF742 49 HAND STD.OV 
TDRA ST JOHN NB 13 0157 


DIRECTOR FBI BUREAU 

10TH AND PENNSYLVANIA AVE N.W. 

WASHINGTON DC 

20535 


TO MY MAILGRAM TO YOU OF MARCH 10TH PARTICULARLY FOR THE "WACO / /\ 
STANDOFF, I WOULD LIKE TO ADD TO MY LAST SENTENCE THE FOLLOWING: 
AND OBEY THE LAW OF THE LAND. BOTH SETS OF LAWS ARE A GUIDELINE TO 
WELL-DRDERED LIVING AND PEACE OF MIND. 
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April 16, 1993 




Thank you for writing on April 5th and commenting so 
favorably about the FBI and our recent investigative efforts in 
connection with the standoff situation in Waco, Texas, citizen 
support is very important to us as we strive to carry out our 
responsibilities to the American people. We hope our future 
endeavors will also merit your approval. 


Sincerely yours. 



William S. Sessions 
Oirector 


SAC, San Antonio (PERSONA!. ATTENTION) - Enclosure 
Mr. Collingwood 
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March 16, 1993 


U.S. Department of Justice 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 

William Sessions 

Office of the Director 

Ninth Street & Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W 

Washington, DC. 20S35 


Dear Director Sessions; 
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I am writing to raise, my objection to this hideous and cruel injustice 
being carried out in^Vaco, Texas. The issue as I see it is not whether or 
not the Branch Davidian sect is right or wrong in its' beliefs or even 
whether or not David Koresh is mentally stable. It is that the Branch 
Davidian Sect and David Koresh are under attack because the government has 
determined that the group threatens the status quo. How dare they own 
firearms that the government considers dangerous. Although the 
Constitution guarantees us the right to bear arms, our government has 
decided in the name of our "best interest" they cannot condone us owning 
firearms that it considers threatening to its own existence. As far as I 
am aware the Branch Davidian Sect has not terrorized their neighborhood or 
the surrounding community and has not broken any law that would Infringe 
upon any other persons Rights. They have not robbed gas stations or 
convenience stores, not raped old ladies, or even kicked puppy dogs. They 
are a self contained community that chooses to protect itself from the 
threat they see the Government as being. In my opinion not necessarily 
without justification. The time that they did use the weapons for what 
was said to be illegal purposes was during an internal power struggle. 

They were tried by a Government Court and not convicted. I guess that 
doesn't mean anything anymore. 

I surely feel grief for all on both sides whom have fallen during this act 
of Government terrorism. However, if I had to favor the outcome of this 
confrontation to one or the other, I would hope that the Branch Davidian 
Sect would see victory in their actions. After all, it is about time 
someone had the guts to stand up to this Government who wants to interfere 
in every aspect of an individuals* personal lives. It is not the 
Governments function to dictate policy to people on how to live their 
lives. Make no mistake about it, the people do not adhere to this 
Government because they feel justice is being carried out or that the 
system is equitable, it is merely because we know that the Government is 
too strong to beat. We are not voluntarily donating our wages to what we 
think is a good cause, believing that the money is being spend equitably, 
we pay taxes because we don’t want to go to Prison. We abide by 
Government laws on how to raise our children, regarding what kind of 
housing we must live in, what kind of health care we are allowed to seek. 
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etc. We do everything in this country just to retain our freedom from 
Government imprisonment. Because we no longer have our Nature given 
Rights to determine for ourselves what is right and what is wrong, even if 
it does not interfere with anyone elses Rights. It has come to a point 
that we are no longer in control of our own lives because the Government 
has determined for us what we should do, what we .should think, what we 
should wear, who, how, where and what we should speak, eat, read, learn, 
worship, live, what our morals should be, etc. And here I mistakenly 
thought that Government existed only to protect our Rights to make these 
determinations ourselves. I must be mistaken. 

It is my understanding that we as U.S. citizens have the right to practice 
whatever religious beliefs we desire without government sanction or 
interference and to bear firearms.' According to the first amendment "of * 
the Constitution of the United States we are guaranteed the right to 
religious freedom. Perhaps you have never heard of this document since no 
one in the government rarely refers to it. It is the written agreement 
between the people of the United States and the government that sets 
limitations on government power and guarantees Rights to the people being 
governed. My understanding of contractual agreements is that if one party 
does not follow through with their responsibility according to the 
agreement then the agreement becomes null and void. 


AMENDMENT I 

"Congress shall make NO LAW respecting an establishment of religion, or 
prohibiting the FREE exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, 
or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to 
petition the Government for a redress of grievances". 

The Government has decimated our religious freedom by regulating the mode 
in which Religious Organizations carry out their business and creating 
guidelines dictating what is and what is not acceptable religious 
practices so that there can be no clear leadership other than those 
sanctioned by the government on the secular or spiritual plain. 


AMENDMENT IT 

"A well regulated militia, being necessary to the security of a free 
State, the right of the people to keep and bear arms shall not be 
infringed" . 

The right to bear firearms has been taken away by the governments' 
determination of what weapons are to be considered reasonable and what are 
not, so that government enforcement agents cannot be overpowered. The 
Right to bear Arms was granted to ensure that this country has a standing 
Militia ready to fight in case of an external invasion and to keep the 
Government from gaining too much authority over its’ people. 
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AMENDMENT IV 

"The right of the people to be secure in their persons, houses, papers, 
and effects, against unreasonable searches and seizures, shall not be 
violated , and no warrants shall issue, but upon .probable cause, supported 
by oath or affirmation, and particularly describing the place to be 
searched, and the persons or things to be seized". 


The Right to reasonable search and seizures has been taken away in order 
to preserve justice(???j Government Enforcement Agents may now stop your 
vehicle or enter your home or search your person without probable cause. 


AMENDMENT XIII 

1. "Neither slavery nor involuntary servitude, except as a punishment 
for crime whereof the party shall have been duly convicted, shall exist 
within the United States or any place subject to their jurisdiction". 

2. "Congress shall have power to enforce this article by appropriate 
legislation",.. 

The right of an individual to be free from slavery or involuntary 
servitude, except in cases where employers are required to withhold taxes 
from the income of its* employees and without ever being convicted of a 
crime, and also with exception to those whom must serve on juries 
involuntarily and without being convicted, and also those whom must 
register for the draft and those whom have served in wars through the 
draft system, or perhaps they too were convicted of crimes without ever 
being charged or tried. 


The Constitution does not state that we have Rights with limitations, it 
simply states that we have those Rights. The only thing that has ever 
made this country different from others is that it guaranteed the Rights 
of the INDIVIDUAL , not only in cases where it served in the best interest 
of the majority, but rather guaranteeing EVERYONE individual Rights. 
Therefore since the Government of the United States has ceased to follow 
the rules of our contractual agreement, perhaps then we too have no 
obligation to follow through with the agreement. This would mean that we 
would have no legitimate governing body. Therefore I am proposing that we 
as people should exercise our HUMAN Rights to take back what is ours. 
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"when in the course of human events, it becomes necessary for one people 
to dissolve the political bands which have connected them with another, 
and assume among the powers of the Earth, the separate and equal station 
to whfch the laws of nature and of ''Nature's God entitle them, a decent 
Respect to the Opinions of Mankind requires that they should declare the 
causes which impel them to the separation". 

"We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all Men are created equal, 
that they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, 
that among these are Life, Liberty, and the Pursuit of Happiness - That to 
secure these Rights, Governments are instituted among Men, deriving their 
just Powers from the Consent of the Governed, that whenever any Form of 
Government becomes destructive of these Ends, it is the Right of the 
People to alter or abolish it, and to Institute new Government, laying Its 
Foundations on such Principles, and organizing its Powers in such Form, as 
to them shall seem most likely to effect their Safety and Happiness". 


I am not necessarily seeking the overthrow of this Government and Z want 
this letter in no way to be mistaken as a threat towards anyone or 
anything. It is not. I would however suggest that it is necessary for 
the Government to return to us as people, our HUMAN (Nature Given) Rights 
to Live as we would choose without further infringements by the Government 
and for the Government to become once again subservient to the people 
instead of the people being subservient to the Government. I therefore 
urge you to halt this Inhuman terroristic attack upon the people of the 
Branch Davidian Sect and halt the Governments' infringement upon the Basic 
Human Rights of all its* citizens before this Government shares the same 
fate as the British-Colonial Government of the United States Colonies. 


copy: William Clinton, Nicholas Brady, Steven Higgins, William Sessions, 

Janet Reno, Harris Wofford, Arlen Spector and others in the House of 
Representatives and other media. 
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April 19, 1993 




Your correspondence to the FBI concerning the standoff 
situation in£waco, Texas, has been received. Your interest in 
sharing your views and suggestions with us is appreciated. 

I do want to point out that the FBI is involved in 
the situation in Waco because Federal officers were killed, a 
violation of Federal law that falls within our investigative 
responsibility. When Hr. Koresh and his followers leave the 
compound, they will have their day in court, and a jury of 
their peers can decide the merits of your belief that their 
human rights were infringed upon. 


©S Zl 

q 

a 

i •; 


Sincerely yours, 

Anne West Tunney 
Unit Chief 
Correspondence Unit 
Office of Public and 
Congressional Affairs 


<*> Or. 


- SAC.. San Antonio (PERSONAL ATTENTION) - Enclosure 


( Roo “ 5042 ) 


- Ms. Tunn.y : r Room 6236) 





w /: 













To; Me. William Sas 


FBI. Haadquarts 



(FBI. Director) 


Washington 




D.C. 
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Dear Mr . Sessions, 

I’m moat interested In your thoughts about th« Tx. standoff & oult leader 
* DAVIP KORESH" & tha start of this inoidant. 



M arch_. 93 


t*Do you aaa how groups Ilka this oould do things Ilka this in tha nama of religion 
hava so much arms? 

Jow hava you saan David Koresh from tha US. Government* s viaw as wall as others like 
him? 

t. Could you picture Mr. Koresh as being from a wall liked family? 

Than how would you say his religious thanking took a different line of ideas & how 
»e got paopla programed into hlstaachings & his beliefs that's twisted him as ha is 
now? 

9. What aocounts have you saan on Tv.L hava heard from David Koeash* s family about 
his upbeing? 

/hy wouldn’t David Korash’s brother help in talking to his brother David Koresh to 
jiving up? 

| # Could you say he’s a very firm beliavar in his taaohing & what's he has been doing 
& what tha world’s media is saying & the aooounts they giving about David Koresh & 
)is followers? 

(q uld you say the toughest thing is tha waiting & tha ta t 


{.How have you pictured the FBI.’s reports from tha sigh i 

people who have left the compound ’& how many other people are heldup in this fc . - I 
twisted matter? 

/hat charges will the FBI. whan David Koresh is flnelly arrested be charged with & 
;ow he’ll be treated & his followers? 

What details 6, File has the"FBiyhave on Mr.*’DAViD KORSRy & his background?& could 
rou send ma "PRESS RELEASES’/ SiQO-Quast ion, & A A- Answer Dress oonf arenoa . & other 
latails , & a ’’ T I M ETA B L E y o f this' incident. 


(hooting? 



Lat’s hear from you 
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Dear Mr. Sessions, jo yf 

.*m most interested in the case inL/Waco,Tx» of the cult & David Koresh & the FBI.'s 
Noughts of this stand-off. ' * 


o 


•How do you see Mr, Koresh’s cause & the thanking of his teachings & his fellowers 
>e taught? 

Mho did tip off Koresh to the raid on his compound' to serve hin a warrant? 


..Could you say the millions of rifes, guns, etc ,ect, & how easy he could get these & 
oldup in this standoff this long? 

'hat has Koresh ’ s family told you of his background & his thanking on religious 
;hanking? 

'hy would the FBI. keep Koresh's Mother & her lawyer from going to see Koresh & what 
she might be to talking Koresh to giving up ending the standoff? 

i.Uhat cases like this has the"FBI'/handled & what reactions to what they've found in 
ihese cults & what there leaders believe in? 

w do you picture Mr. Koresh from the FBIJs views & the reactions in his beliefs? 


r*What charges on Koresh would be filed by the "FBI*,'& the killings of the agents 
(uring this standoff? 

Would you seek the help from Ministers on religious beliefs to study Koresh's 
,eliefs& teaching to talk him into giving himself up? 


I. What do you learn from experiences & cases such as Koresh's kind & when it's a 
ults,5i there harm to people around them Si to there own fellowers? 
ould you say from ex-cult members accounts about David Koresh he's a fanatic in 
is teaching Si religious thought? j/d n Y? V 

ould you. send me details about David Koresh & the stan<?off , V from stS«sreirrsmade 
y federal agents, & these press conferences about David Koresh, Si the arms in his 
ompound,& about the talks with Mr. Ko resh, S< a"TIM^TABLEyieading up to these eventfs 
he "STANDOFF’.' 
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Let's hear from you 
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Hon. CarI LevIn 

I860 McNamara Buildhtq 

Detroit, MtehiqAN 48226 
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Dear Sen. LevIn: 


This is 10 protest t(ie assauIt on the KoREsb coMpouNd near Waco, Texas, by the Fc^eraI Bureau of 
Invest! qatIon. I Just IieariJ on tIie news tLat tIie FBI Is floodiNq tIie buildlNqs wtrli "tear qAS.“ I hAve 


UttIe SyMpATby foR KoREsb AN<J AdulT disdplES, blT I AM AppAlUd tIuT TbE qOVERNMENT Would ENdANqER 
tIie llVES of dtlldREN. If ANy cbildREN ARE iNjUREd OR killed, I tIiInL tIeaT tIie qOVERNMENT offlcUls 


TIie AqENT'lN'dtARqE, wbo bcld a news con Terence at 11: JO a.m. obviously ENjoytd bis moment In tIie 
liMEliqbr iMMENSEty. He Is pUlNly a vIctIm of tIte "lohN Wayne SyNdROME." Our qovERNMCNT Is STRONq 
ENouqb TbAT It doESN’r bAVE to maIce a show of STRENqrh. 

TbERE ARE Much bcTTER WAyS of bANdllNq ibis sItuatIon. Tbs SlEqE MAy Be somewBat cosily, bur Mud* 


bs CONTlNUEd iNdEflNlTEly wllh A MUcb loWER INVESTMENT IN EQUlpMENT ANd PERSONNEL IT should be boRNC 
In MlNd TbAT tBe KoREsb COMpOUNd will pRobAbty be foRfclTCd TO The QOVERNMENT ANd will REpAy Much 
of ihc cost of rbc sieqe. At Ieast It will if The qovernment docs n't dESTRoy It. 

WbeRE would KoREsb & Co. qo, ANywxy? The qovernment could slMply dcsiqNATE tUe coMpouNd as a 
plACE of dnENTiON foR All of tNe Adull OCCUPANTS ANd foRbld ibcM TO (CAVE. The chfldREN could b£ 
pRovided whb food, teacLers, ANd otUer necessities. It seems to me tIiat This would pRobAbly be less 
EXPENSIVE lIlAN houStNQ All tNoSE individuAls IN JaII CeIIs. ,1 * ^ * J 


RESpONSibU should bs pROSECUTEd ANd SubjCCTEd TO PERSON aI llAblllTy foR dAMAQES. 


of tbs COST is rbE RESuIt of ike qOVERN M ENT's OVERREACTIon TO Tbc STANdoff. As I SEE It, The SiEQE could 


WbcN rbc BrancL DAvidiANS qet boRed ENouqb, They will suRRENdcR iNdividuAlly or en masse. In Tbe 
MEAN while, boREdoM Is DAVld KoREsb's QREATEST ENEMy. 
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WilliAM S. Sessions, Director 

FBI 

bb & PcNNsytvANU NW 
District of ColuMbU 205J5 


/ 





Detroit Free Press 

FBI Director WilliAM S. Sessions 


CC: 


Your correspondent concerning the former 
standoff at the Branch Davidian compound in^ Waco, Texas, has 
been received* Your interest in sharing your views and 
suggestions with us is appreciated* 

our trained negotiators were, regrettably, unable 
to convince David Koresh to bring this situation to a peaceful 
resolution without further loss of life. The events of 
April 19th were indeed tragic for everyone involved, including 
the dedicated men and women in law enforcement who worked hard 
to preclude this tragedy. 

Sincerely yours, 

W 

Michael F. Knapp 
Inspector-Deputy Chief 
Office of Public and 
Congressional Affairs 
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April 21, 1f93 

- William 3. Sessions 

FBI Director 

Washington, D.C. 

0 

Thank you for handling the Waco, Texas cose for so many 
weeks and Bringing It to conclusion. 

I support you and your staff all the way. 



bC* 


cc: 


Attorney 6enera1 Janet Reno - Congratulations are In 
®rj*r to you Ms. Reno as well. I support your efforts 
an the way. I am glaiL President Clinton also gave 
you his support as wen. * 


\2 


; William $. Sessions 
FBT DIRECTOR 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 
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FBI Headquarters 
J. Edgar Hoover Bldg. 
10th & Pensylvania _H.E. 
Washington D.C. 20535 



f/Z> 



04-20-1993 


Concerning: Letter of Appreciation: Waco: 



Dear Sirs, 

6 ? ^ 

Our F.B.I. actions In Waco? this week are to be commended. They 
were as patient as they possibly could ba under those adverse 
conditions. As far as I could tell, they were dealing with a 
nan completely out of control. The tine fraae allowed from the 
51 day seige beginning and the end was for most 'Americans, too 
long. Koresh Intended to commit this violent crime from the 
beginning and I do sincerely hope it is treated as a crime.. He 
did, after all, kill at least ninety people. Koresh' s lawyer should 
not be allowed to recieve so much media attention, he is most 
assuredly doing this to gain publicity. 


Again, thank you for your actions on the part of Americans everywhere 
and I am sure I do not stand alone. 



Sincerely 
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April 19, 1993 

" . . Li 

William Sessions, Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation _ 

9 th Street _ and Penney Ivan ia^AvenueWTW . 
Washington, D.C. 20226 





Dear Mr. Sessions: 


Our brave FBI and ATF agents von a great victory today! 

They von vith a tank attack, storming the vails of the home of a 
pitiful group of misguided men, vomen, children and babies, causing 
them to be incinerated. This is in keeping vith their prior record 
of burning down an entire neighborhood of innocent people in Phili- 
delphia just to get to one guilty party; burning dovn the house on 
a handful to teen-age rebels in the Patty Hurst affair; and attempt- 
ing to burn out a lone Christian family, that of Randy Weaver, after 
they murdered his vife and 14 year-old son. Why not re-name those 
groups The Nev Gestopo. It vould be appropriate. 



When my uncle served vith General George Patton at the D-Day invasion, 
their tanks faced the German army. Under a Commander-In-Chief vho is 
a draft-dodger, our tanks are thrown against American civilians. 

David^Koresh could have been questioned or arrested at any time during 
the past several months or years. Instead, the FBI chose not do any- 
thing that sensible, but prefered to send 100 armed men to attack those 
families vith all those children and babies present, guns biasing. I'm 
sure the FBI knew those people vould protect their children and fight 
back, so they meant for innocent people to be killed. Since they are 
not making a dent in the "war on drugs" they probably vanted publicity 
so it vould look like they vere busy. They likely killed their own 
agents vho vere caught in the cross-fire, just as the agent vas killed 
by the FBI in the Randy Weaver attack, then the FBI immediately had their 
agent’s body cremated so the corner could not produce the evidence. 


<£ After using psychological torture for 51 days on this peaceful religious 
community, the FBI finally got its vay...the slaughter of 86 men, vomen, 
© ctfllldren , and babies. They also trampled the Constitutional rights of all 
>- Americans, our Constitution gives us the right to bear arms and to 
3 practice our religion without interf< 


S 



Hov long vill it be before the FBI wna the ATF turn their artillery and 
tanks on other religious groups? Hov long before tanks burst through 
the vails of Baptists, Methodists, Catholics, or anyone else vho vill 
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April 20, 1993 

The Honorable Janet Reno 

The Attorney General ... . _ , * 

Department of Justice 

Constitution Ave. & 10th Street NW 

Washington, DC 20530 *i ' 

Dear Madam Attorney General: -*fY 

I am horrified and physically sickened by the tragedy a^Wa^T OthTaccounts of the affair are 
accurate, there does not appear to have been any compelling reason whatsoever for the FBI and 
other agents to have attacked the Koresh compound- The only reasons seem to be impatience; a 
sense that the federal forces were being shown up as incompetent; and a desire by law enforcement 
agencies to assert their strength. The enclosed remarks by Larry Potts, assistant director at the 
F.B.L, demonstrate that this was the rationale for the actions of die F.B.L; over 80 adults and 
children died horribly because they thumbed their noses at law enforcement! Furthermore, it is 
extraordinary that psychological profiling, which has no credible scientific or rational basis, played 
any part in dealing with this crisis- j 

The Associated Press has reported your description of your involvement in the process that led to 
the decision to attack the compound. These remarks show that you played an active role in reaching 
that decision and in advising die President There is no doubt in my mind that die buck does indeed 
stop with you and that you should resign forthwith. Furthermore, William Sessions, his advisors, 
die senior FBI agent at die scene - indeed anyone who advised you to take this precipitate and 


The United Stales has a reputation throughout , _ ; to 

every citizen, law-abiding or crackpot, and in which there is a glorification of violence, in law 
ky enforcement agencies and in the streets. This grotesque tragedy confirms how far the United States 


totally inappropriate action - should resign. 



3 § is from being a decent 





*1 cc. The President 

Mr. William S 


Mr. William Sessions 
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group, rather than dividing them as is 
the case with common criminals. 


Advice ight on Hostages 

Many experts on cults who were 


interviewed yesterday said they and 
others they knew in the field had not 
been consulted during the siege. One 
expert, who spoke on condition of 
anonymity, said he had been consult- 
ed for his expertise on hostage negoti- 
ations, rather than for cults. 


Another expert. Dr. Margaret Sing- 
er, formerly of the University of Calk 


second-gUeis The F.B.I., and none 
could offer an alternative strategy 
that law-enfor *nent officials might 
have used to .d the standoff that 
would not have risked bloodshed. 

Even so, they also said that a vio- 
lent confrontation with a group like 
that in Waco heightened the probabil- 
ity of loss of life because it fulfilled 
the besieged group's belief that evil 
forces were arrayed against its mem- 
bers, and that their salvation was in 
dying in a violent Armageddon. 

The emotional glue that binds 
members of a sect to a leader like 
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The Government’s Plan 


Officials Contradict One Another on the 


Continued From Page Ai 


Koresh, the cult leader whom they 
viewed as a dangerous outlaw who had 
treated their efforts to negotiate with 
contempt. They had concluded that Mr. 
Koresh was never going to voluntarily 
surrender and had no choice but to 
intervene to break the stalemate. 

Based on what the officials said it 
seemed clear today that, in their 
minds, the standoff was a confronta- 
tion between the law and heavily- 
armed killers who had slain four Fed- 
eral agents — a situation that demand- 
ed urgent attention. It was not in the 

( nature of the law enforcement officials, 
who had seen the Federal agents killed 
during the initial raid on Feb. 28, to let 

tftp rn with if g way n f ]jft» 


"These people had thumbed their 
noses at law enforcement," said Larry 
Potts, the assistant director of the 
F.B.I/S criminal division. 


Outpaced by Events? 


But the Administration’s effort to 
explain itself today was often far tess 
clear. 

The discrepancy over how much in- 
formation officials had about child 
abuse in the compound left President 
Clinton seemingly unaware that other 
officials were backpedaling on the ex- 
tent to which reports of abuse had 
motivated the decision. 

President Clinton said today that he 
had been told by Ms. Reno of recent 
child-abuse reports on Sunday, the day 
before the assault. Mr. Clinton sai 
part: 

—In the end, the last comment 


ic any 
aid it) 

ihad 


But as they were briefing reporters 
about the events that led to Monday's 
fiery conclusion of the 51 -day standoff, 
Mr. Sessions and Mr. Potts both said 
there was "no contemporaneous infor- 
mation" of child abuse or baby beat- 
ings to justify the assault, although the 
department had older evidence that 
some children may have been abused 
by Mr. Koresh, and there were other 
legitimate reasons for applying tear 
gas. 

Officials provided contradictory ac- 
counts of whether the F.B.l. had ad- 
equately prepared for a mass suicide. 
Bureau officials insisted today that 


Officials struggle 
for words to 
justify a disaster. 


none of the experts inside and outside 
the agency had thought that a mass 
suicide was probable, although they 
said such a possibility had never been 
fully discounted. 

They also said that white they had 
managed to put small listening devices 
inside the compound, the devices had 
yielded only fragmentary and inconclu- 
sive information about Mr. Koresh and 
Jhe conditions inside the complex. 


Long Saturday Meeting 

Ms., Reno decided tct^approve the 
bdrfcau ’ aiplando'Saturdajreven ing, af- 
t^ ^loftgjtiteting in her office with 
senior aides who had been euphoric 
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William Sessions, Director April 20, 1993 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D.C. 



The conduct of your agency , and others involved in the 
Branch Davidian situation in^ Wacq . was disgraceful-* absolutely 
disgraceful . lZX 


ATF agents started this off in a "keystone cops" like manner 
and then were replaced by the FBI who charged in with "both left 
feet" 


From all indications the cult was just exercising its right 
of religious freedom, and no matter how unorthodox that may have 
been, it was no crime* 

The use of tanks and armored vehicles against civilians is 
quite unbelievable - this isn't Hungary in 1956, nor the Warsaw 
ghetto in 1943. 

I used to think that when the FBI got into armed conflict on 
indian reservations it was the indians fault. Now, after seeing 
the way the agency handled itself in Waco, I'm not so sure. 

Your agency and the others involved in this fiasco are 
responsible for the holocaust that occurred. 

If the FBI and ATF are itching for action, how about going 
up against street gangs in our major cities. They really are 
heavi 1 y armed , and do constitute a threat to the public. Or 
would that be a little too dang 
that innocent cult members are. 

You and your agency should 
tragic debacle. 


trous? Not quite the easy mark 
be ashamed of your part in this 
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William Sessions 
Director o-f the FBI 
Washington, DC 

April 20, 1993 

Dear Mr. Sessions; 

I am outraged about 95 or more innocent men, women and children being 
burned to death irr^Waco, Texas, by the Federal Government. 

I do not believe these people burned themselves to death. Poison or 
gunshots I might believe, but not self immolation. Nor do I believe 
that David Koresh Mas Milling to die. I believe the heavy handed 
actions of the FBI in tearing holes in their buildings and pumping in 
huge quantities of flammable gas was the direct cause of the fire. 


Moreover, the FBI keeps lying and obfuscating. For instance, they are 
trying to convince all of us that the tear gas was not flammable by 
using the term "non pyrotechnic. " NON PYROTECHNIC DOES NOT MEAN THAT 
THE GAS WILL NOT BURN. It means that the launching canister will not 
set it aflame, and that is ALL it means. The tear gas was flammable and 
probably caused the fire. Unfortunately the news media is doing their 
dirty work for them, because the media thinks they are saying the gas 
would not burn and reporting this to the American public. 


Back in February, instead of storming the compound why didn't they just 
arrest David Koresh when he was in Waco? He went there all the time. 

But no, they had to be grandstanding gangbusters, inviting the press to 
observe their swaggering intimidation of some cult members without 
regard to the potential loss Df innocent life. 


I think David Koresh was evil as well as demented. Maybe he and some of 
his top lieutenants gDt what they deserved. But not the innocent people 
and especially not the children. 

I demand an investigation and punishment of those responsible^ Plenty 
of heads should roll on this one. 

£ And let me also mention that as I write this there is an uprising going 
so on— a,t a prison in Lucasville, Ohio. These convicts are murdering people 
anffi getting all the air time they want. I DON'T SEE ANY TANKS AND 1 
>- DON'T SEE ANY TEAR GAS BEING PUMPED INTO THE PRISON. 
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WILLIAM SESSIONS 
FBI 

WASHINGTON DC 20000 


®£ihco ~7x 

YOU HAVE BROUGHT THE FBI TO AN ALLTIME GLORY VANQUESING THESE 
DESPICABLE STATE ENEMIES IN YOUR VERY OWN DESERT STORM* HOW 
GLORIOUS. YOU AND YOUR INCOMPENTENT UNDERLINGS SHOULD RESIGN. IT 
ISN'T THE COMMUNIST OF CULTISTS I FEAR IT'S YOU AND THE BUREAU'S 
RAMBO MENTALITY. HOW PROUD TO HAVE KILLED ALL THOSE WOMEN AND 
CHILDREN. THEY CHOSE TO DIE IN THAT INFERNO RATHER THAN COME OUT AND 
FACE YOU AND YOUR STORM TROOPERS. THINK ABOUT IT. RESIGN. 
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April 21, 1993 


Mr. William Sessions 
Director of F.B.X. 

1900 Half St. S.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20535 


Dear Mr. Sessions: 


There has been a steady pressure to remove you as continuing Director of 
the F.B.I. Up to this point I have been a supporter of you. I watched 
you on Larry King Live the other night and realized my support had been 
misplaced. Your arguments are illogical. The events in 'Waco indicate 
you are not qualified to be the Director of the FBI. ~ /?/ 

Your brisk retirement from public service will be a benefit to the 
nation. 
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Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Director William S. Sessions 
10th and Pennsylvania Avenue NW " 
Washington, DC 20535 





MAILED 31 


Mr. William Sessions, 

Federal Bureau of Investigation, 

Washington, D.C. 20535 

Dear Mr. Sessions, 

0 

I think you made a bad mistake in what you did at Waco, Texas, early this week, and, like 
many other people, I have been trying to figure out how in the world you could have done it. 

I have listened to your words on the radio, and have read in the papers what you and Ms. 
Reno and Mr. Clinton have said, and for me none of it adds up to very good reasons. 

Apparently you followed a narrow, fixed, almost bureaucratic way of thinking, instead 
of following what I would think of as human wisdom and common sense about how you deal 
with people like that. You acted like a military officer who was intent upon forcing the enemy 
to surrender, or like a policeman who was determined to enforce law and order, by golly, no 
matter what! And when you did consult some outsiders for advice, you consulted |he military , 
of all people! The military could help with certain technical and tactical advice, I am sure, but 
in most other matters the military is very limited in its understanding, and you should have 
known that. 



o 

ON 


Surely you know that in Waco you were dealing with things far beyond and far different 
from the usual questions of law enforcement and military conquest. But in your decisions and 
actions and explanations you showed no awareness of that, no understanding of what you were 
dealing with, and you did not consult the people who could have helped you understand. 
Apparently you just moved ahead in a form of tunns! vision which was almost guaranteed to 
bring major tragedy. I am sure you were sincere in what you did, but you revealed a very 
narrow understanding of the situation, and that raises serious questipns about your qualificatipns^, 
as a national leader. £ 3 ’ //$-/&&&£? 

You may have seen this article in the Philadelphia Inquirer today, April 22nd, but I am 
endgjing it just in case you haven’t. 

u. 

You have so much power over other people’s lives.. Please try to grow in your wisdom 
and understanding of the human spirit. 


^ ^ i ^ cV -° sVi ^ 6>3 - rfy ' 10 
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The feds repeated 
MOVE tragedy , . 


Commentary 


The Philadelphia Inquirer 


Thursday, April 22. 1WW 


By WILLIAM B. LYTTON 


I i was Harry Truman who said that 
the only thing new is the history 
you don't know. In the case of the 
Waco tragedy, it appears that the fed* 
cral authorities thought they had a 
unique situation; they didn't seem to 
know the history of Philadelphia's 
MOVE tragedy in 1985. 

There is an eerie and remarkable 
similarity between Waco and MOVE. 

A cult of "true believers" coalesced 
around a charismatic figure, estab- 
lished a fortified "compound * Inside 
were weapons of various sires of inde- 
terminate number. Also inside were 
very young children. 

Law enforcement officials' first ef- 
forts to seize control of the compound 
were met by gunfire and a refusal by 
those iuside to surrender. What fol- 
lowed was a lull — several hours in the 
case of MOVE, 51 days in the case of 

* Waco. During that time, negotiations 
proved fruitless, 

„ The law enforcement officers grew 
fatigued and had no backup replace- 
ments With no apparent overwhelm- 
ing need to act to prevent the loss of 
! lift or serious injury to those inside, 
plans were developed to hasten the end 
of the standoff. The beginning of the 
end for each involved some degree of 
force — a bomb dropped from a heli- 
copter and a battering ram to knock 
down doors and walls. Flans were modi- 
fied on the spot resulting in greater 
force and greater risks, 

.In each case, a horrific fire devel- 
oped, engulfed the structure apd re* 
suited in the deaths ofmen, women and 
young children. No efforts were made 
initially to put out the fires, with the 
official explanation being concern 
over the safety of the firefighters, 
Before the evening news, politicians 
and editorialists were demanding in- 
vestigations. After the smoke had 
. cleared, the political leaders accepted 
the responsibility, but not the blame; 

. they had relied on "the experts" In 
approving the plans. 

For many of us Involved In the MOVE 
Commission investigation, our first re- 
actions to the Waco tragedy were both 
horror and a frustration that the lea* 
sons we hoped had been learned were 
cither unknown or ignored. 

What are some key relevant lessons 
Warned from the MOVE Commission's 
Investigation? * 

a When dealing with armed and barrt* 


caded cultists, choose some way other 
than a frontal armed assault Perhaps 
lull them into complacency and, if ar- 
rest warrants are outstanding, appre- 
hend them when they leave the site. 
Perhaps Just wait. 

• If you seek advice from a paramilitary 
organization, dent be surprised if you 
get a paramilitary solution. The Philadel- 
phia Police Bomb Squad's solution in 
May 1985 was to drop a bomb. The Alco- 
hol, Tobacco and Firearms 1 solution in 
February 1993 solution was to use fire* * 
arms. 

• "Experts" are overrated. Common 
sense is worth a lot more. Some expert 
may suggest that blaring the sound of 
rabbits being slaughtered — as was 
done in Waco — will make someone 
give up. Perhaps the sound of family 
members making personal appeals 
would offer a greater chance of success, 

■ If children are involved, they should 
be considered hostages. Period, Take no 
action that would jeopardize their 
safety unless and until you are con- 
vinced you need to act to prevent their 
Imminent death or serious Injury, 

■ The cost in both dollars and lives is 
almost certain to be less if you simply 
wait it out. Frustration, public or politi- 
cal pressure, or budgetary concerns are 
just not relevant when lives are at 
stake. While the cost of the siege was 
expensive, it will pale in comparison to 
the damages sought by the lawsuits 
that will shortly be filed. And, of 
course, the many lives lost cannot be 
measured by any accounting system. 

• And perhaps most fundamental, an- 
ticipate the failure of Plan A, and have 
a Plan B. After the initial disastrous 
ATFs assault, an ATF spokesperson 
said that their plan was perfect; the 
problem was that the cultiSts refused to 
play their assigned role. 

In the aftermath of the fire, a Depart* 
ment of Justice spokesperson said that 
their plan too was a good plan. No one 
expected those inside to do something 
that crazy. Yet, some reports have said 
that the cuUists told the FBI that any 
agents who penetrated the compound 
would be met by a lake of fire. 

There was concern that David Kor- 
esh's behavior was becoming increas- 
ingly aberrational, and Attorney Gen- 
eral Janet Reno said she "had heard that 
there might be the possibility of (mass 
suicide}. We carefully considered that 
But we came to the conclusion that 
based on everything that we had seen 
there was nothing to prevent Korcsh 


from doing it ... at any lime in the 
future. Our experts said . . . that they did 
not think that he would ever come out," 
And yet, it does not appear there was 
consideration that ihe plan might not 
work or what should be done if it 
didn't 

In ancient Rome, Caesar was accom- 
panied by someone whose job was to 
continually remind Caesar that be was 
mortal. People planning how to deal 
with these types of standoffs need to 
have someone whoso job it is to recog- 
nize that even experts are human, and 
to ask a simple but profound question: 
"What if?" 

There will be an investigation, and 
many of these issues will he addressed,, 
As that process begins, let us remember 
that we have the advantage of hind- 
sight, and we are examining the actions 
of a crazed and paranoid cult leader as 
well as those of decent law enforce- 
ment officials who no doubt truly be- 
lieved they were doing the right thing. 
The focus of that investigation should 
not be to assess blame or find a scape- 
goat. Rather, we should focus on why 
things went wrong, what we have 
learned at such a terrible price and 
how it can be avoided in the future. 

We do hot start with a blank slate. For 
while there are a multitude of differ- 
ences In the details between MOVE and 
Waco, there are startling similarities in 
terms of the facts, the strategies and 
tactics of both sides, and fundamental 
issues of whether and under what cir- 
cumstances the lives of children are to 
be put at risk. 

There 1$ a saying that those who do 
not learn from the mistakes of the past 
are doomed to repeat them. We have 
Just witnessed the awful reality of that 
simple thought. How terrible it wiU be 
if, in five to 10 years, after some new 
disaster, we again find ourselves asking 
why the lessons of MOVE and Waco 
were ignored. 


William B. Lytton was staff director and 
chief counsel of the Philadelphia Special 
Investigation Commission, which 
investigated the 1985 MOVE disaster. 



J. 





3/v 

■ 


- April 20, 1993 


Federal Bureau of Investigation 
J. Edgaar Hoover Bldg. 
Washington, D.C. 20535 

Dear Mr. William Sessions, 


Our family Is appalled at the fiasco iifwaco, Texas. Everything from the first misguided 
armed assault by the Alcohol, Tobacco A Firearms Bureau to the petty daily news conferences ot 
F.B.I. Agent, Bob Ricks. The F.B.I. choosing to make degrading remarks about Koresh and his 
strange group was a mistake; It only boxed them in and further cut the cult members off. 

There are strange groups all over the country, some may have a propensity toward violence, 
they can’t all be burned out A special unit of law enforcement agents should be trained to deal 
wtth groups that espouse violence. Calm and patience should be exercised and not a frontal assault 
on these groups. From some local reports Koresh could have been taken when he went to a dinner 
several times a week. 

I do not believe the F.B.I. wanted the cult taken alive, I believe they're trained to exterminate 
people that get in their way. 
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The Honorable FBI Director William Sessions 

10 Pennsylvania Avenue NW — 

Washington, DC 20535 - 

The Honorable Director Sessions, — - £jciCZ> /X, 

l think you are a terrific Director of the FBI. You have always acted 
appropiately and in the best interests of the faw. I totally support you and 
your brave efforts. You are a principled man and one who I admire. Keep up 
the great work. 



Ls 


r 
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Mr. William Sessions 
Director^ FBI 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mr. Sessions: 

Just wanted you to know that our family feels 
you. and your officers did an exemplary job 
in^waco, TX this week in handling the David 
Koresh incident. Never, for a moment, did I 
doubt that the end would be death for Koresh' s 
followers. They chose their path, they took 
it, so be it. Only the children should be 
mourned. 

The ATF and FBI officers on the scene went far 
and above the call of duty in attempting to 
end the stand-off. Frankly, I thought it went 
on 50 days too long. However, we in our family 
support your actions as, I suspect, did most 
Americans. Enough is enough. And I think any 
taxpayers dollars spent in "investigating" this 


s-> incident is money wasted. 

•x 
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SCOTT HARSH BARGER 
ATTORNEY $EMERAL 

(•17) 777*2200 
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April 20/ 1993 


bO 


William Sessions/ Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington/ D.C. 


Dear Judge Sessions: 

A . ~JK Yesterday’s FBI operation to end th^Koresh case in 
J Waco has been the subject of much criticism by media anchor 
'people, reporters, psychologists, and others claiming expertise 
on cults. I am disgusted with this criticism and wanted to let 
you know of my support of the Bureau. 


Koresh and his adult followers bear sole 
responsibility for their fate. Certainly the outcome was 
tragic and we sympathize with the families of those who lost 
__ their lives. But Koresh is no victim; Koresh is the subject of 
;; this case. 

tj He was, it seems to me, a manipulator of others. As a 

m child, unable to cope with basic reading, writing, arithmetic, 
^ he learned the art of manipulation; of parents, teachers, 

other children: until when a high school freshman he could no 
longer get away with it and quit. 


I cannot believe he was any kind of Christian 
A theologian. Koresh perverted the message of ^hrist to his own^- 

appetites (ego, violence, sex, etc.), yq fj/ y j / yy y) 
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in patience in dealing 


The FBI exercised the utmost in patiehce in dealing 
with Koresh. It is too bad the outcome was a tragedy, but it 
had nothing, to do with the way the FBI handled it. My 
congratulations to the men and women who dealt with this 
difficult and dangerous assignment. 


Zbt CommomotalUi •» 

“ - lHvtST.O/iW.* Diviner" 


ours 
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MAIL ROOM 


April 20, 1993 



u 


Director 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
J. Edgar Hoover Building 
Washington , D. C . 20000 

Dear Sir, 

I am writing to express my support for the FBI and all the 
personnel involved in the "Branch Davidian" standoff in 
Waco, Texas. 

One has to be impressed by the professional conduct by all 
the agents. 

We all know that this will usher in the "silly season" for 
the media and politicians. All will demand "why did the FBI 
allow those poor people to kill themselves". 

I hope you will direct your comments to the tragic deaths of 
the four ATF agents. And the remarkable restraint by your 
agents . 


Respectfully, 
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